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the ports of the Orient will be willing to pay the 
prices current in the market in Manila. 

The demand for certain of our fine hardwoods by 
furniture and cabinet makers in the United States 
will arise as soon as these woods become known. We 
have a number of varieties of fine hardwoods which 
should appeal to these furniture makers. 

In the course of a year or two, when American ap· 
pliances and skill are at work in the forests, we 
should be able to place cargoes of these varieties on 

ties of tree species thus selected.. 'The duty of finding 
a market for such varieties thus"'devolves upon the 
forestry bureau. There are at present samples of 
more than 450 varieties of ,native tree species in the 
office at Manila. Each month will find more varieties 
added to this number, and in time, after investigation 
of the quality of these woods as to strength and dura· 
bility, more varieties will become popular in the mar· 
keto 

. The forestry school should be inaugurated as soon 

SHIPBUILDING AT DAGUPAN. 

board ship for not more than $1 (Mexican) per cubic 
foot. Transportation to the United States costs be
tween $9 and $15 gold per 1,000 board measure. Al
most any lengths can be obtained and diameters up 
to 5 and 6 feet. During Spanish times the large trees 
were left untouched owing to the lack of facilities for 
handling them. Occasionally a tree 6 or 7 feet in 
diameter would be felled and one slab taken from it, 
from which to make a table. Many of these fine table 
tops can be seen throughout the islands, some of them 
more than 7 feet in diameter. 

Ordinarily the native loggers are paid at a fixed 
price per cubic foot laid down at tidewater or on 
railroad. There are four sawmills in the city of -Man
ila and hundreds of carpenter shops where the China
men rip out boards by hand and make a fair profit. 
Parties desiring to purchase a few hardwood boards 
to make a little rough furniture will often pay from 
25 to 50 cents (Mexican) per running foot for the 
same. 

Two great obstacles are encountered in providing 
for a forestry service of these islands, namely, a lack 
of properly trained officials and, second, a great variety 
of unknown tree species. 

The United States this year inaugurates the scien
tific exploitation of 50,000,000 acres of public forest 
land. The few foresters now in the States will be of
fered inducements to enter that service. 

Fifty trained foresters would find ample work in the 
Philippine forests at the present time, but it is doubt
ful if appeals to the forestry service in Germany, 
India and Java would result in securing half a dozen 
men. The great objection offer€)d by these men, as I 
have stated before, will be that no provision is made 
for retirement for disability or for age. Life in the 
tropics, and especially in a tropical forest, is not with
out considerable danger, and a foreigner can hardly 
be expected to leave the forestry service in his own 
country -to go to strange lands where pernicious ma
laria or dysentery may incapacitate him within a 
few months after his arrival. 

These forests can be properTy cared for as soon as 
trained foresters are provided. 

It is believed that a personal visit to Germany, 
India and Java by someone interested in this service, 
and with authority to employ, would result in secur
ing a few men. 

The next difficulty will be found in finding a market 
for the several hundred varieties of native woods 
found within a comparatively small area in almost any 
part of these islands. 

The first step in this direction has already been 
made. One hundred varieties of native woods were 
Relected, polished and labeled, and shipped to the 
United States, where they were placed on exhi
bition at the Pan-American Exposition at Buffalo, 
and later permanently placed in the Agricultural 
Department at Washington. The exhibition of these 
hardwoods should intere'lt our furniture makers, and 
tend to divert buyers from Central and South 
America. to the. Philippines. A vast amount of hard
wood is imported into the United States each year at 
a high price. There is no reason why many of the 
Philippine varieties of fine quality should not find a 

ready market with the furniture makers. 
Many fine varieties of native woods are not popular 

in the Philippines on account of their non-resistance to 
the white ant and climate, which objections would not 
be met with in the United States. 

as possible at Manila for the purpose of training the 
present forestry officials. 

FISH-SCALE FLOWERS. 

DOMESTIC industries travel in a manner that often 
astonishes the careful student. The Indians of Ven
ezuela and northern Brazil have from time immemorial 
been skilled makers of fish-scale flowers and leaves. 
The denizens of the ocean in the tropics are notable 
for the color and brilliancy of their- scales and fins, 
the range of chromatic tints including pink, rose, 
scarlet, sky-blue, ultramarine, apple-green, emerald, 
and olive-gold, orange, gray, lilac, and purple. The 
scales are easily fastened together or to wires with 
strong fish-glue, which is singularly durable and per
manent. The industry passed to the West Indies, 
where it was adopted by the Spaniards and during the 
Cuban war came over to the mainland and found a 
home in Florida. In the present year it has come 
northward, and now finds a habitation in New York 
city. 

One of the shops is not far from the Waldorf-As
toria, and is presided over by a clever nimble-fingered 
woman whose work-table looks almost as delicate as 
a jeweler's. Her tools are a pair of scissors, a needle 
and thread, cloth or threaded-wrapped wire, wire-cut
ters, glue-pot and brush, and some compressors for 
changing the curvature of the scales. The scales 

themselves are usually flat when they reach the op
erator, and must be can caved or curled in order to 
simulate petals, sepals, and many forms of leaves. A 
finished flower possesses a fantastic beauty which is 
unique. The shape and color of the vegetable 
world are present, but there is a certain trans
parency to all the tissues, a firmness to the lines, 
and a resilience to the leaves and blossoms which are 
never found in the floral kingdom. The play of color 
is afteR startling, and sometimes so briUiant, and yet 
so subdued, as to seem a new variety of the best and 

, richest mother-of-pearl.-N. Y. Evening Post. 
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COOKERY OF GREEN VEGETABLES. 

CONSIDERING how much has been written and said of 
late years with reference to the cookery of vegetables, 
there should be no difficulty in finding an excuse for 
assuming that when green vegetables are cooked other
wise than in boiling water, and thereby rendered 
unattractive to the eye and unpleasant to the olfactory 
nerves and the palate, it is because the cook is too 
indifferent as to the results to bring the water to the 
boil. Whether there be any difficulty or not in finding 
an excuse, it is evident there are not wanting those 
who believe that a process of simmering is the best to 
adopt in the preparation of green vegetables for the 
table. A contributor to an agricultural contemporary 
has been advising its readers to eat plenty of vege
tables during the summer months, and with this advice 
we heartily agree, provided the vegetables are so 
cooked as to be appetizing and wholesome. Having 
suggested that plenty of vegetables should be eaten, 
the wrjter states that "it is funny how many people 
announce, with no air of apology, their dislike for 
green vegetables." It many appear "funny" to the 
writer, but we doubt whether any considerable propor
tion of those who decline green vegetables that have 
been cooked in accordance with the directioll3 given do 
so because of the fun they derive from declining; rather 
should we think they do so because of the unpleas� 
ant results that follow their consumption. The writer 
admits this much, for she says "one reason for a fre
quent distaste for vegetables is the unappetizing way 
in which they are prepared." How they should in the 
opinion of the writer be prepared is thus briefly stated: 
"Green vegetables must be always put into cold water 
for cookery. Plunged into hot water they wither 
before they can cook, and so lose much of the flavor. 
The process should be slow, deliberate simmering, 
never swift boiling." We have had opportunities out
side our own household of becoming acquainted with 
"deliberate simmering," and we readily admit that the 
process so conserves the flavor that when the cover is 
removed from the dish it pervades the room and is 
more than sufficient to satisfy the majority without 
their being helped to the vegetables. There may, of 
course, be those who enjoy this strong flavor, precisely 
in the same way as the Laplanders enjoy the rank 
flavor of the oil that forms a considerable part of their 
food, but its effect upon the average individual is at 
least to prevent him fully enjoying his dinner. We are 
further told that "the green' things plunged into hot 
water and served up watery; tough, and half .cold, 
which are so frequently offered as vegetables, are enough 
to implant a rooted dislike of them in anyone." Of 
course, if green vegetables are plunged into hot water, 
and the water is not made to boil, they may be watery 
and tough; but if they are plunged into boiling water, 
and the water is made to boil briskly throughout the 
whole of the time the vegetables remain in the sauce-

, pan, they will certainly not be tough, and if they are 
watery and half cold they will be in that condition 
because of the neglect of two of the elementary details 
of vegetable cookery. The rule on which we insist in 
the cookery of green vegetables is plunging them in 
boiling water and keeping the water boiling as rapidly 
as possible, with the lid of the saucepan removed, until 
they are tender, and by the observance of this rule the 
cook sends them to table a deep green color, and the 
flavor so retained in the substance that it is not per
ceptible until the vegetables are eaten.-The Gar
deners' Magazine. 

The regulations provide for the felling of all trees 
by selection. Objections will be made by the lumber
men that there is no market for the 400 or 500 varie- HAULING LOGS INTO RAILROAD STATION AT TARLAC. 
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